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TENNESSEE - VIRGINIA - NORTH CAROLINA

DATE VISITED: May 17, 1991

ACCESS ROUTE: From Abingdon, VA, go E onrte. US 58, passing through Damascus and
continuing thru Konnarock. Beyond Kennarock, turn right (S), and go to White-top on
route 726. Then take route 755 SW of Whitetop following up Big Ilorse Creek to fork
in the road about 13 miles from Whitetop. Ask permission at farm house on the left
fork, just across a creek, then continue on the right fork, thru two usually open gates,
and up a steep, rocky road for another 0.8 mile. With AWD you can continue to the tri-
point. Otherwise, hike up the road 1% miles to the North Carolina Cotner. Where the
road reaches NC, go W about 100 feet up to where the TN - VA line comes in. The
marker is close to where the fences intersect. Elevation at the tri-point is 4650 ft.

Because of imperfect instruments and poor understanding of compass
variations, there were significant errors in the early surveys. In 1779 VA and NC
could not agree on the location of parallel 36° 30", so they ran two parallel lines two
miles apart, on the north run by NC known as llenderson's line and on the south by
VA known as Walker's line. In 1789 TN was formed from NC territory W of the
Allegheny Mountains, so it then also became a dispute between VA and TN. After
many failed compromises the U. S. Supreme Court decreed that a line half way between
Henderson's and Walker's lines as surveyed in 1803 to be the true boundary.

b
Joyce and Jack Parsell at the North Carolina Corner tri point.
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